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The following account of a melancholy catastrophe, as related to the author,
shows with what imminent danger the communication is kept open during the
long winter in these dreary solitudes, - On the 1lth of March, 1832,.eighte‘en
men - started from Pomaret with the intention of reaching Prali, theilr native
Plﬁce.— They were strongly advised not to attempt so dangerous an ente1:prise,,
which, there was too much cause to apprehend, could not be accomplished without
personal visk. These poor fellows, however, were too much.concerned -for."che
safety of their families at Prali to consult their own security, and, listening
only to the voice of affection which called them home, resolved to confront the
storm. It had continued to snow for several days previously, and, fearing that
it might overshelm their huts and families if they were not on the spot to
"avert the danger, the duty to return became sacred and imperative. They
were well acquainted. with the road, but, at this time, all traces of a road weve
obliterated, and they proceeded.along the defile, guided by those 1andma?ks
with which their eyes were familiar, Various eireumstances occurred i succession
which had almost confirmed the worst predictions of their friends at Pomaret:

but having thus far escaped without injury, they gained courage as they
approached home, where their presence was so much needed, and the pleasure
so little expected. 'They had still, however,” one or i_nora,péx_i_lqixs steps before
them, which, if once overcome, would. place:them ‘out of all danger.. The spot
most to be dreaded is called the bridge -of : marble, which, in. fine weather, is
only a few minutes’ walk from ,.Pra]i;--but;,zappre]gandiﬁg_- no actual risk, they
proceeded without hesitation. At ftlﬁs:;p,o_int; the. path:winds along rugged
precipices, the base of which‘is_:..midarmi_ngd ‘by: & deep-and impetuous. torrent.
The snow lay deep to the very brink of. the gorge, and, required great precau-
tions, lest, in proceeding; the néwﬁi_y;-fq_ﬁnéa, 'c\l‘u.S..f;,=.Qf snow, should, slip. from the
more hardened ]ayer.bene;f_a,th,:"an& '_c;i-_i-'y_:ﬂthem‘- down, with .it-info;the torrent,
To effect this, the weight- of'the'i}'.;-b_od_ie:s would have sufficed; and; onee logsened
at the hase, the mass_‘.frmﬁ._aliqve_-iﬁb_iﬂd., precipitate. ifself: with a foree and
velocity which no human _e'ﬁ’ort,_-c'ouldv;_a'reksist‘,. Aware of -this, some of them
proposed to make the passage by asc;éjiéing a little. ligher, and thereby- diminish
the risk; but the .'thir't'ééﬁ.f{\fho4_5;_%'ere_in advance overruled the proposal, and

continued theiy progress :-.W_ith@ut.pﬁll‘thel‘ halt or cemsultation. The snow was

still falling thick, ‘and 'so dense a mist eovered. the smrounding mountains,
that the neavest objeets :'be_ca'l'n'e:ah:lost.invisiblee The rushing of the torrent,
however, and the ‘_ﬁ_aéhiﬁg of “the spray at theix fest, served as gnides to their
steps; and in this_uiaﬁgél; they. wound. slowly dlong the slippery brink, Habi-
tuated from infancy to these. dangerous passes; their nerves were not shaken
by ominous anticipations—more particulerly as-they could now almost desery
the spot at which their fatigues and. anxieties were to terminate;—and by pre-
serving that: profound silence so indispensable where avalanches are to be
apprehended, they had ‘nearly emerged from the defile. But, in an instant—in
the midst of this apparent, seeurify-—an ice-cold. blast, the certain precursor of
the avalanche, - paralysed every heart! The leader of this devoted band, as the
well-known signél struck his ear, exclaimed in a voice of despair, * Great God,
we are lost!” ~The next moment all were thrown prostrate by the resistless
current; and the avalanche, following with the rapidity of lightning, swept
thirteen of the. party into the bed of the torrvent, and theve, blocking up its
course, buried them under the showy deluge.®

% This evalanche is said to fall only orice évery four or five years, and to collect at a great distance up the
mountaing, So long as the soft and dusty sfng}nem 'ain_s‘attaéhed to the fir-trees, avalanches may be generally
apprehended in those defiles more particularly subject to this dreadful seourge. Though always to be
dreaded so long as the snow remains soft, they aré frost so at the eommencement of & thaw. 'When the snow
happens to fall upon the frozen erust of the old layér, it forms lavanges with much greater facility than when
it meets with & thawed swface. When thé higher ‘mountains are covered with recent or continued snow, as
in the disaster here ‘recorded, and when the wind, or some pther occurrence, happens to detach some of the
flakes, these very frequently fall along’the slope of the rocks, and there, collecting for some time, become of




- In the mean time,, the five whe had lingered some paces behind, and at the
first moment of apprehension had thrown themselves upon their faces,* thereby
offering less resistance to the descending mass, escaped the tremendous force
by which their comrades in advance had been overwhelmed, Of the latter,
one had a most remarkable escape.. When the whole party were swept head-

_long, he was forced by the weight of snow into a small erevice,, hollowed in
the hard under-crust ; and there, sheltered from the avalanche, it. passed over
him without injwry, leaving him a solitary mourner over the tomb -of his
companions, After the survivors had partially recovered from the consternation
of the moment, and were able to look around them, they perceived at some
distance a human hand projecting through the snow; and, hastening towards
the spot, had the happiness to rescue, but with difficulty, another vietim from
the frozen mass. -

The survivors, now reduced to seven, out of the eighteen who had started
together in the morning full of health and fortitude, stood for some time gazing
with intense agony on the snow-deluge beneath them, waiting for some further
indications of life—some voice or sign by which they might have hoped to rescue
yet another of their unhappy comrades from the grave; but not a symptom of
hope was left. The stillness of death settled over the spot; and, recalled at
length to a sense of their own immediate danger, they consulted for a moment,
“how they should act, The safest, and by far the shortest way, was to have
proceeded forward to Prali; but so bewildered were their minds by the awful
catastrophe which had just befallen their companions, that they had not reso-
Iution to advance and communicate the dreadful tidings, but returned panic-
struck and oppressed on the road to Rodoret and Gardiole—villages through
which they had alveady passed. Here, their diminished number and exhausted
appeavance soon told the melancholy tidings, The alarm spread, and every
an immense magnitude befors they burst from their perch. These are what are called in the Alps of Savoy
and Switzerland cold lavanges. Beside this, there are the spring and summer avalanches, an account of which
the reader will find in our late work of Swirzzrrann ILiusrraTED, French and German editions of which
are now published.

* The spproach of an avalanche is uniformly preceded bya dreadful hollow roaring, like that of thunder,and
announced by a stream of frozen ait, to which the violent eencussion and sudden disrupture of the snowy mass
have given the momentum of & leaden torrent. Thus surprised, the resistance of human strength is but asa
straw opposed to. the eafaract, and the traveller is thrown prostrate in an instant. It has eccasionally hap-
pened, however, that, by taking advantage of the first intimation, and flying to some protected point, he
has escaped -destruction.

The least noise, it is well known,is sufficient to detach an avalanche,and in dangerous passesit is advisable
to observe strict silenco. As a precaution, thebells earried round the necks of mules used formerly fo be taken
off, or stuffed with hay, on approaching any suspected pari-of the road, and a pistol fired into the air, in order
to proveke, hy eoncussion, the fall of the avalanche before the travellers exposed themselves to the danger.
The sume. precautions are still 1o be recommended under similar cireumstances, though rarely necessary in

the limited district under notice. In the author's aceount of the passage of the:French army across the
Spllighen, the reader will find some curious facts respecting avalanches, ’




limb that could be exertéd in the cause of -humanity yushed to the fatal spot.
During three days, about sixty men’were constantly employed in excavations
in the snow to recover the bodies of the victitus, most of which were found
at a gréeat depth under the surface. When - the whole were extricated and
conveyed to Prali, the scene of distress that.followed was such as has been
varely witnessed or described, even in this land where death has been so often
exhibited under the inost appalling features. W’hen the bodies were exposed
to view, and each of the bereaved: faiitilies canie"fo; claim™ their dead,” and
saw before them the lifeless” form_s-_ of: :t:hos_a Wlth ._W_hom they had - so lately
parted in health and joy-—when they iéﬂéctéd“t'hat a too ardent attachment
to home had led them to un(lervalue all pelsonal dangelm-that the love of
kindred had stifled the warnings: of ‘experience, :and given cause -for this
untimely sacrifice, they were poignantly affficted.  The shock™ was as ‘severe
as it was sudden, and threw ‘a sense of desolation over -the’ whole valley ;”for
every one had-lost-a relation, a ﬁlend or acquaintance.- In a small community
like "this, where the :_inhabi-tgﬁ"ts ave isolated, mot only by local circumstances,
but by-their religions diésent'ﬁ'om the world around them, the cords of natural
affection' ares drawn. ‘closér ; - friendships are more cultlvated, every gentler
passion and - emotion “is - cherished with a fruth and intensity which are little
practised- in society of wider' limits, © Here, they live like one family of mutual
carves and ‘Spnpathieél—.'eﬁ_{m‘y'member of which is essential to the other’s happi-
ness, and from which, if but one drop away, the loss is felt and deploved by
all. Each, like ébnnecting beams in the same structure, is mutually depen-
dent on -each, soot]nng, suppmtmg, and encouraging one another. Under
these circumstances, the reader will easily picture in his own mind the distress
into which Pr ali—never populous—was now plunged by this disastrous event.
It had deprived them of what no cireumstances could replace, and left a blank
at the sacred .altar, and at the cheerful hearth, which nothing could supply.
But in the midst of this awful visitation their religion was their resouree; they
recalled those noble martyrs whom it had supported in the dungeonm, on the
scaffold, at the stake ; and bore with hereditary strength and resignation this
new trial of their. faith,. When the mournful preparations were completed,
the victims who had thus perished together, together were committed to one
grave—martyrs to their own virtuous affections, apd leaving their epitaph in
the heart of every swrvivor, -




